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Purdue hitting the road for Maryland

Unbeaten Terrapins will make
for tough conference match

Nathan Baird

nbaird@jconline.com

Back at Big Ten Conference media
day in July, Maryland senior offensive
lineman Michael Dunn already grasped
the importance of today’s matchup with
Purdue.

Asked what Purdue fans and players
should expect on their first visit to Mary-
land Stadium, Dunn responded like a
longtime Big Ten rival. Never mind that
the Terrapins are newcomers to the
league.

“They should expect a really compet-
itive team,” Dunn said. “It’s our home-
coming game, so look out for a rowdy
crowd in College Park. I'm sure a lot of
alumni will come back.”

Could a hostile environment possibly
work in the Boilermakers’ favor?

Purdue is 1-12 in road games under
coach Darrell Hazell. The lone victory
came at Illinois, 38-27 on Oct. 4, 2014. The
Boilermakers have lost six straight
away from Ross-Ade Stadium since.

However, Purdue has also arguably
been more competitive on the road than
at home over that same stretch. Over the
past two seasons, the Boilermakers’ av-
erage margin in road games (minus-
eight) has been better than their average

TODAY’'S GAME

Purdue (2-1) at Maryland (3-0)
Time: 3:30 p.m. TV: BTN, BTN2.
Radio: WAZY-FM (96.5), WASK-FM (98.7).

margin in home games (minus-10).

Last season, Purdue fought then-No. 2
Michigan State to a 24-211oss in East Lan-
sing. The Boilermakers suffered a 24-7
loss at Wisconsin and had a chance to win
in a 21-14 loss at Northwestern. Compare
those results to some of the thumpings
they took at home: 51-24 to Virginia Tech,
41-13 to Minnesota, 48-14 to Illinois for
homecoming.

“I think there’s a lot less distractions

on the road,” Hazell said. “You’re at
home and you’ve got people always pull-
ing on you and wanting tickets and want-
ing to see you. When you’re on the road,
you're sequestered to your hotel, and
you’re with your guys, and you’re study-
ing your game plan.”

None of Purdue’s players have experi-
enced Maryland Stadium, with a capac-
ity of 52,801. The Terrapins announced
35,474 fans for their season opener
against Howard but will presumably
have more for homecoming today.

Hazell coached at Maryland in 2000 as
part of West Virginia’s staff. On his
Thursday radio show, he said he planned

See ROAD, Page 6C

CC STUNS WEST SIDE LATE

No. 1 Knights roll 62 yards
in 80 seconds to win 28-25

Sam King

sking@jconline.com

Standing 62 yards away from a ca-
reer-defining moment, Avery Den-
hart was surprisingly the calmest guy
on the field.

For the next 1:20, he engineered a
drive that may solidify him as one of
the great Central Catholic quarter-
backs at a school that has produced
several.

The Class A No.1Knights took over
possession with 1:47 left, trailing
Class 3A No. 2 West Lafayette on the
road, 25-20.

Denhart completed 4 of S passes on
the drive, including a 15-yard fade to
fellow senior Ben Tharp with 27 sec-
onds left in CC’s stunning 28-25 come-
back victory at Straley Field.

“I don’t really want to be in that sit-
uation, but being put in it, I thought it
was time to prove what type of quar-

terback I am,” said

MORE Denhart, who over-
came four turnovers

PHOTOS with a 24-for-41 night
k Seea that included two TD
game passes to Tharp and
gallery at 376 passing yards.

jeconline.com. “I’'ve grown up a lot
since sophomore year
being here (in a loss to
West Lafayette). I thought I was a lit-
tle soft.”

Denhart’s first two years as the
Knights’ starting quarterback result-
ed in a semistate loss to the eventual
Class 2A champion, then a Class A
state title to cap an undefeated season
a year ago.

Those teams had other players at
the forefront offensively and essen-
tially kept opponents scoreless on a
weekly basis.

This time, it was on Denhart and
his receivers and they were money
when it mattered. Not once, but twice,
the 6-foot-3 Denhart drove the
Knights downfield under pressure.

Just before the game-winning
drive, CC (7-0) started at its own S
with 8:18 to go and down two scores.

Onthat drive, Denhart completed 6
of 8 passes and Jake Page punched in
al-yard runtokeep CC’s Hoosier Con-
ference titles hopes alive.

“He got us down there both times,”
CC coach Kevin O’Shea said. “I don’t
know if he could have done that last
year, but this year he has really ma-
tured and grown into the position. If
you notice, he doesn’t get flustered.”

The Knights won their 22nd con-
secutive game and are now control
their destiny to play in the Week 9
Hoosier Conference title game. CC
hosts Rensselaer next week.

On the opposite end was a heart-
breaking defeat for the Red Devils,
who dominated the first half defen-
sively but found themselves down 13-

See RALLY, Page 5C
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Harrison running back Dawson Dahnke
stretches to get the ball into the end zone.
The Raiders beat McCutcheon, 23-20.

JOHN TERHUNE/JOURNAL & COURIER

Quarterback Avery Denhart, left, and his Central Catholic teammates celebrate Friday after coming back from 12 points down to defeat West
Lafayette 28-25 at Gordon Straley Field.

Madren’s kick gives Harrison
The Sword, top spot 1n NCC

Aaron Martin
For the Journal & Courier

Soccer comes first.

Daniel Madren said it himself, and on
a normal day hearing those words come
out of the mouth of a Harrison football
player would make Raiders fans want to
wretch.

Friday, however, was no normal day.

With victory on the line in what was
arguably Harrison’s most momentous
game in years, Madren came through.
The full-time soccer star and part-time
placekicker drilled a 22-yard field goal
with 2:08 left to play, breaking a late tie
and lifting the Raiders to a 23-20 win
over Class SA No. 7 McCutcheon on Fri-
day night at A.J. Rickard Field.

JCONLINE.COM

k See more McCutcheon- Harrision photos
at jeonline.com/mediallatest/sports.

Madren’s kick sent Harrison to S-2
overall and secured its position atop the
North Central Conference standings at
5-0. The victory also allowed the Raiders
to lay claim to crosstown rivalry’s covet-
ed prize, The Sword, for the first time in
seven years.

“It wasn’t just me that won the game. I
was really nervous because I knew how
much it meant to my teammates,” said
Madren, a junior midfielder for Harri-
son’s Class 2A No.l soccer team.

See MADREN, Page 4C
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West Lafayette's Gabe Parker celebrates his interception in the third quarter against Central
Catholic on Friday at Gordon Straley Field. But CC rallied late to defeat West Lafayette 28-25.

RALLY

Continued from Page 1C

12 at halftime thanks to Ben Metzinger’s
16-yard interception return for a score
with 6:33 to go in the second quarter.

George Karlaftis, who Denhart called
the best defensive end he’s played
against, and Ben Syzmanski applied
plenty of pressure in the first half and
Denhart struggled, completing 8 of 19
passes in the first two quarters.

Still, West Side (5-2) had the ball at the
CC 38 with less than two minutes to go.

R.J. Erb and Gabe Parker intercepted
Denhart in the second half, and West La-
fayette received big nights from run-
ning back Sage Hood (125 rushing

yards), Caleb Green (six receptions for
123 yards and a touchdown) and Luke
Touloukian (six receptions for 82 yards
and two touchdowns).

The Red Devils attempted a pass that
appeared to be a surefire touchdown on
fourth down but was dropped.

The Knights had a small opening and
took advantage.

“You look at the clock and you’re bor-
derline, how much time are you going to
have left if they do score,” WL coach
Shane Fry said. “You never know when
it’s going to be the last possession and
they got a couple big chunks and got it
down there in the red zone, so there
wasn’t a lot of time. It’s a tough situa-
tion.”

West Lafayette had 19 seconds and
needed 81 yards to win the game late.

Even after CC’s backbreaking drive,
it took a Hail Mary throw from Mikey
Kidwell on the final play that bounced
off several hands in the end zone prior to
falling to the ground before the Knights
could celebrate.

“With the way these games have gone,
I wouldn’t have been shocked if that ball
would have been tipped up in the air and
we would have caught for a Hail Mary
touchdown to win it,” Fry said.

Tharp started and ended a big night
with touchdown catches, hauling in a 67-
yard touchdown midway through the
first quarter that highlighted a night
where he had eight receptions for 133
yards.

After a huge night, he had a message
for his quarterback with the game on the
line.

Tharp told him to loft it into the back
corner of the end zone and he would
make the catch.

“I wanted the ball in that moment,”
Tharp said. “I've always wanted to make
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the big play. Avery made a great throw,
and the O-line blocked their butts off.
They all did their job, and it ended up go-
ing in our favor.”

Jordan Turpin caught five passes for
94 yards, Ben Metzinger had six catches
for 71 yards, and David Schwartz’s 12-
yard reception on the final drive got CC
to midfield, making up for the lack of a
running game.

The Knights were held to 54 rushing
yards on 31 carries.

0’Shea knew the final drive would re-
ly on the clutch capabilities of his quar-
terback, who delivered admirably.

“Being down 12 with I think eight min-
utes left, I told the guys we need a score
right now and the defense is going to stop
them. We’re still in this,” Denhart said.
“Somehow, some way, we always figure
it out.”

Contact Journal & Courier reporter
Sam King at sking@jconline.com. Follow
him on Twitter @samueltking.
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